Weddings at Martin Luther
(Revised September 14, 2009)

Congratulations on your decision to be married! Since you have chosen to be married at Martin Luther in Giddings, we have prepared this booklet to help you prepare for this exciting milestone in your lives. Though there is a lot of information here, please read it carefully for comprehensive assistance in your preparations.

A wedding held at the church is first and foremost a worship service in which you make promises to each other and in which those assembled pray for you. The congregation gathers to worship God who is the source of love, and, in that worship gathering, witnesses your marriage. The church and its pastors, organist, and wedding coordinator are responsible to God and the state of Texas for much of the content of the service, but there is also much for you to plan.
The Date and Time

It is important to set the date as soon as possible. At least three months in advance is generally required. Weddings are not scheduled on New Year’s Day, Lent, Holy Week, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, or New Year’s Eve. Because of the 6pm Saturday evening worship service, weddings on Saturday may not begin later than 3 pm, but may begin as early as 11 am.

Pre-Marital Counseling

At some point after setting the date and time, you will be contacted to set up your first pre-marital counseling session, which is an opportunity for you and the pastor to get to know each other. At this session you will also take an inventory that will help guide additional sessions. Please bring a check for $35 to this appointment to pay for the test. It does not decide whether or not you will be married, but helps guide the counseling discussions. However, at any point up to the service, the pastor retains the right to cancel the ceremony. The number of pre-marital counseling sessions varies. Later in the counseling sessions the pastor will guide you through the actual marriage service. 

If you do not live in the area, counseling may be done by a pastor in the church you are worshipping in or by a certified counselor in your area, and the Martin Luther pastor will then talk with him or her.

The Marriage License

The marriage license must be turned in to the church office one week before the wedding and will be given to the pastor for use in the service. The state of Texas requires that the marriage license be obtained at least 72 hours prior to the wedding.
The Wedding Coordinator

The wedding coordinator is required for all weddings here. They unlock and lock the church, coordinate the decorating, run most of the rehearsal, answer questions and assist prior to the ceremony, and provide security for gifts during the ceremony. When you contact the coordinator, please let them know the time photos and any decorating thoughts.

The Organist and Music Selection

Martin Luther’s organist is expected to play for all weddings. Recorded music is not permitted. You get to select music in conjunction with the organist. All musical selections must be approved by the organist and pastor. Please remember that many secular songs, while meaningful to you personally, might be more appropriate for the reception. It is strongly recommended that congregational hymns be included as part of the service. If an organist or pianist is desired other than Martin Luther’s organist, s/he must be approved by Martin Luther’s organist and the music must still be approved by Martin Luther’s organist and pastor.

The Rehearsal

The rehearsal must be scheduled at the time you schedule your wedding service. Most rehearsals take place the evening before the service around 5:30-6pm. The rehearsal takes approximately 30 minutes. You may plan on leaving 45 minutes after beginning. The organist will also be present and will be available to rehearse with any additional vocalists or musicians as arranged. 

Attendants
From experience, but not as a rule, children participating as flower girls or ring bearers should be at least four years old, and are encouraged to sit with their parents during the service. For most weddings, two to four ushers are needed. Pets may not enter the church unless as documented assistance animals.
Decorating

The decisions relating to decorations should be made in consultation with the wedding coordinator. No changes to seasonal decor or furniture is permitted (including the baptismal font). The paraments and pastor’s stole will be the color appointed for the following Sunday. Cut flowers and plants are preferred over artificial. Please remember to assign someone to de-decorate the church immediately after the service and to transport any gifts and cards received at the church. The church must be vacated by 5pm.
Pictures and Videotaping

The wedding party may enter the church three hours before the ceremony to prepare for the ceremony. Most couples find it helpful to have their pictures taken before the wedding. The session must be completed at least 30 minutes before the ceremony begins.

Flash photography is not permitted from the greeting (after you have processed in) through the announcement of the couple (before you process out). 

Videotaping equipment may be used if no distracting lighting is used. The Martin Luther video equipment may be used only by Martin Luther’s videographer, who is available for a minimal, additional cost.
No photographer or videographer is permitted in the chancel or sacristies, nor allowed to move around the church during the ceremony as this distracts from the service.

Building Rules
The bride and groom are responsible for informing all guests regarding these policies:

· Smoking is not permitted anywhere inside the church building or in front of used entrances.
· Alcoholic beverages are not allowed anywhere on church property. If the couple or witnesses have consumed any alcohol prior to the ceremony, the pastor is required by the state of Texas to cancel the ceremony. In that event, no refunds will be given.

· No food or beverages are allowed in the sanctuary.

· Rice, birdseed, bubbles, and similar items may not be thrown anywhere on church property.

· Pets, unless documented service animals, are not permitted on church grounds.

· Any damage done to the church building surrounding the rehearsal session or day of the ceremony will be charged to the couple married.

· Martin Luther Lutheran Church assumes no responsibility for accidents, injuries, or deaths which may take place inside or outside the church premises involving those who are involved with utilizing the church facilities.

Printed Bulletins
The church does not provide or print wedding bulletins. If you have a printed program, the following template is to be included:
Gathering

Entrance
286

Declaration of Intention
287

Prayer of the Day

{Song Option}

Word

Readings

Sermon

{Song Option}

Marriage

Vows
288

Giving of Rings

{Unity Candle Option}

Marriage Blessing
289

Prayers of Intercession

Lord’s Prayer
290

Sending

Blessing

Acclamation

Reception
If inviting the pastor to the groom’s dinner and/or reception, please invite them well in advance in writing. Because of the Saturday evening worship service, the pastor is not always available to do the meal prayer at the reception, which creates an excellent opportunity for involvement by someone else.

Outside Clergy

Weddings at Martin Luther are done by Martin Luther’s pastors. In rare exceptions are other ordained Christian clergy permitted to be part of the service. In that event, they will assist the Martin Luther pastor.
Non-Members

Non-members are welcome and encouraged to have their wedding here. We pray that your experience in this place be a blessing to you and that God bless and guide you in your faith journeys.

Same-Gender Relationships
Martin Luther Lutheran Church declares that marriages, civil unions, or blessings of same-gender sexual relationships will not be authorized or recognized by this congregation, performed on church property, or by church staff.
Fees

All fees need to be turned in to the church office at least two week prior to the service. Although no fee is assessed to members for the pastor, it is normal for members to present an honorarium for their services. Honorariums are usually around $150. Checks need to be written out to the person rendering the service.
Service
Payable to
Fee

Pre-Marital Inventory
Life Innovations
$35 check due at first meeting with pastor

Officiate
Pastor
Members: Honorarium; Nonmembers: $250
Organist
Aaron Garcia
$250
361-648-1700
Wedding Coordinator
Latisha Ehrlund
$120
512-497-0017
Custodian
Linda Carmean
$50
979-542-2286
Videographer (option)
Joey Billig

$100
979-540-9939
Thank-you for contacting Martin Luther Lutheran Church about your upcoming marriage! 
May God noticeably bless you in this exciting time of anticipation and preparation!
