Wedding Music at Martin Luther
POLICY


Martin Luther’s organist is expected to play for all weddings.  Recorded music is not permitted.  You get to select music in conjunction with the organist.  All musical selections must be approved by the organist and pastor.  Please remember that many secular songs, while meaningful to you personally, might be more appropriate for the reception.  It is strongly recommended that congregational hymns be included as part of the service.  If an organist or pianist is desired other that Martin Luther’s Organist, s/he must be approved by Martin Luther’s organist and the music must still be approved by Martin Luther’s organist and pastor.

Martin Luther wrote, “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.”  Music complements the liturgy and therefore should be prepared with utmost respect, not as an offering to the church, but solely as an offering to God.  Music for the wedding must be planned at least six weeks in advance.  This will allow Martin Luther’s organist to prepare the music to the highest degree of excellence and collaborate with an instrumentalist, if one is used.  If any secular songs will be used, Martin Luther’s organist and pastor should have a copy of the music with lyrics at least six weeks before the wedding.  This will allow time for the organist to prepare the music and, if applicable, ample time to rehearse with a soloist. In the event the suggested piece is more appropriate for the reception this also gives time for the couple to make another selection.
Below is a list of music heard at weddings.  This is not a complete list, and other pieces are possible.
PROCESSION AND RECESSION

A congregational hymn may be sung during the procession and/or recession.  If used during the procession it can be choreographed so that the bride enters before the last verse of the hymn at which point Martin Luther’s organist can play a fanfare for the entrance giving her time to walk down the aisle before the congregation continues the hymn with the final verse.   Some hymns work better than others for this application.  


Air, from Water Music Suite
George Frideric Handel

Prelude to the Te Deum
Marc Charpentier

Air in D Major
Johann Sebastian Bach


Allegro, from the Arrival of the Queen of Sheba
George Frideric Handel


Allegro, from the Concerto in G major
Johann Ernst


Allegro, from Water Music
George Frideric Handel


Cannon in D Major
Johann Pachelbel


Finale, from Symphony IV
Charles-Marie Widor


Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
Johann Sebastian Bach


Rhosymedre (or “Lovely”), from Three Preludes on Welsh Tunes
Ralph Vaughn Williams


The Rejoicing, from Music for the Royal Fireworks
George Frideric Handel


The Sheep May Safely Graze, from BWV 208 
Johann Sebastian Bach


Toccata, from Symphony V
Charles-Marie Widor

Sinfonies de Fanfares
Jean-Joseph Mouret

Trumpet Tune and Air
Henry Purcell


Trumpet Tune in A Major
David Johnson


Trumpet Tune in D Major
David Johnson


Trumpet Tune in D Major
John Stanley


Trumpet Voluntary in D Major 
Jeremiah Clarke


Wedding March, from a Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Felix Mendellshon

The Bridal Chorus from the opera Lohengrin (known as “Here Comes the Bride”) is inappropriate.  During the opera the Bridal Chorus is not used at a wedding, but in the newlywed’s bedroom chamber on their wedding night.
UNITY CANDLE

If the unity candle is used this makes a good time for the soloist, if applicable, to sing.  This is also a good time for the congregation to sing a meaningful hymn, such as:



When Love is Found, WOV # 749 
O WALY WALY 


This is the Day, Lord, Gladly Awaited, ELW # 586
BUNESSAN
“When Love is Found” is not in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal.   However, since it was in the Lutheran Book of Worship supplement (With One Voice), it can be placed in the body of the bulletin if a bulletin is used. Many of the Instrumental pieces listed under “Procession and Recession” can also be used here. Common pieces include: 

Prière à Notre-Dame, from Suite Gothique Op. 25
Léon Boëllmann

Rhosymedre (or “Lovely”), from Three Preludes on Welsh Tunes
Ralph Vaughn Williams


Adagio, from Symphony V
Charles-Marie Widor

Adagio, from Symphony No. 9 in E Minor "The New World" Op. 95 
Antonín Dvořák
It is also possible for Martin Luther’s organist to simply improvise during the lighting of the candle.

HYMNS


It is strongly recommended that congregational hymns are used.  Common hymns Include:


Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee, ELW # 836
HYMN TO JOY


Praise to the Lord the Almighty, ELW # 858
LOBE DEN HERREN


Hear Us Now, Our God and Father, ELW # 585
HYFRYDOL
Many other hymns can be used.  After talking with Martin Luther’s pastor and organist themes can be developed and meaningful hymns that will fit with the pastor’s homily can be chosen.

